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June,  1956. 


To:  - 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Bridgwater  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Forshaw  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  subm.it  my  Annual  Report  for  the 

year  1955* 


The  health  of  the  community  has  been  good  and  apart 
from  the  usual  biennial  epidemic  of  measles,  there  has  been  no 
undue  incidence  of  any  of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases. 

The  vital  statistics  compare  favourably  with  those 
for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  Birth  Rate  has  shovm  a 
considerable  rise  from  14.02  in  1954  to  16.03?  the  actual 
number  of  births  increasing  from  28?  to  341.  On  the  other  hand 
the  Death  Rate  has  decreased  from  11.77  to  10.40.  The  rise  in 
the  number  of  deaths  due  to  cancer  which  has  been  reported  in 
previous  years  has  not  continued  and  the  proportion  of  deaths 
from  cancer  to  deaths  from  heart  disease  has  remained  constant 
for  the  past  two  years.  The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  were 
as  follows 


Age  !0-4  . 5-14 

i i 

■ 

15-29  i 30-39 
' 

— ' r-  — ■ 

40-49  ! 50-59  ! 60-70  1 Over  70 

1 1 . i 

i 1 

Number  of!  1 , 

Deaths  : ^ 

t 

1 

7 I 4 

j 

! i ! 

ill  1 

13  1 13  j 43  ' 119  1 

1 i ' 

The  year  has  been  one  in  which  the  work  of  the  health 
department  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  essential  duties 
have,  of  necessity,  been  curtailed.  Meat  inspections  have 
increased  very  considerably  and  have  absorbed  a considerable 
amount  of  the  time  of  the  tv/o  sanitary  inspectors,  each  of  whom 
has  to  work  every  Sunday.  The  coming  into  force  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  1955  Nas  placed  important  responsibilities 
on  local  authorities,  but  with  sanitary  inspectors  already 
greatly  overworked,  the  Council  have  been  unable  to  play  their 
full  part  in  safeguarding  public  health.  Because  of  war  time 
conditions  and  post  war  restrictions  routine  inspection  of 
houses  under  the  Housing  Acts,  to  ensure  repair  of  unfit  houses', 
has  not  been  carried  out  to  any  appreciable  extent  and  therefore 
at  the  end  of  the  year  a short  report  on  the  work  of  the  health 
department  was  submitted  to  the  Council,  together  with  a 


1 


recommendation  that  an  increase  in  staff  was  necessary  to 
enable  the  Council  to  fulfil  their  statutory  responsibilities. 
It  is  anticipated  that  with  reorganisation  and  increase  in 
staff  the  department  will  be  in  a position  to  play  its  full 
part  in  raising  Public  Health  standards  in  the  District, 


I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Members  of  the  Council  and  the  Staff  for  the  help  and 
co-operation  v/hich  I have  received  from  them. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
R.H.  WATSON. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 


Area  (Acres)  86,000 
Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate)  1955  20,390 
No.  of  inhabited  houses  on  31st  December,  1955  6,200 
Rateable  value  on  31st  December,  1955  £90,940 


Sum  represented  by  Id  rate  on  31st  December,  1955  £ 354. 19s. Id. 


Live  Births. 

Male . 

Female . 

Total. 

Legitimate 

173 

154 

327 

Illegitimate 

7 

7 

14 

180 

._161__ 

541 

Birth  Rate  per  1. 

000 

of  estimated 

resident 

population 

16.03 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

17.47 

. Birth 

Rate 

for  England 

and  Wales 

15.0 

Still  Births 

• 

• • *0 

• • • • 

• • • • 

6 

Still  Birth  Rate 

per 

1,000  total 

( live  and 

still)  births 

17.60 

Death  Rato  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  10,40 

Standardised  Death  Rate  8.84 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  11.7 


Infantile  Mortality  (Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age) 

Legitimate  9 
Illegitimate  1 
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Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  births  29.33 

Provisional Infan tile  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  24.9 
Rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  27.52 
Rate  of  all  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  71.43 


Other  Deaths. 


Deaths 

from 

Heart  Disease 

72 

Deaths 

from 

Cancer 

36 

Deaths 

from 

Tuberculosis 

2 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births. 


After  allowing  for  invmrd  and  outv/ard  transfers, 
the  figure  allocated  hy  the  Registrar  General  for  live 
"births  in  the  Rural  District  v/as  341?  180  were  male  and 
l6l  were  female. 

Birth  Rates. 


1946 

19U7 

1948 

19U9  : 

) 

1 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Bridgwater 

20.61 

1 

Rural 

District 

17.42 

18.39 

lU.33j 

1 

1 

15.98 

15. 5U 

IS.  33 

15.26 

14.02 

16.03 

England 
& Wales 

19.1 

20,5 

17.9 

\ 

16.7  1 

15.8 

15.5 

15.3 

15.5 

15.2 

i 

15.0 

Deaths. 


After  allowing  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  the 
total  number  of  deaths  allocated  to  the  Rural  District  v;as  212, 
103  were  males,  and  109  vi^ere  females.  The  Crude  Death  Rate 
was  10.40,  which  when  corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution 
in  the  population  became  8,84. 

Of  the  total  of  212  deaths,  119  occurred  in  people 
over  the  age  of  70  years.  The  primary  cause  of  death  was 
heart  disease  72,  v/ith  cancer  second  36. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  for  the  past  ten  years  was  as 

follows: - 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 1 1950 

1951 ' 1952 . 1953 

1 

1954 

. 

1955 

13.89 

13.13!  10.62 
! 

; ’ 1 ; 

12.06  11.78‘ 12.651  12. 12 i 9.40 

i ■ ! ! 

- ' 

11.77 

10.40 

Infant  Mortality. 

The  number  of  children  dying  within  the  first  twelve 
months  of  life  was  10.  The  rate  per  1,000  of  all  live  births 
was  29.33. 


Infantile  mortality  has  been  greatly  reduced  during 
the  present  century.  In  Fngland  and  Wales  in  the  period 
1901  to  1905  there  were  172  deaths  per  1,000  births,  in  the 
period  1936  to  1940  there  were  77?  and  in  1955  there  were 

24.9. 
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At  the  turn  of  the  century  the  main  causes  of 
deaths  in  infants  v/ere  (l)  general  diseases  excluding 
tuberculosis..  (2)  respiratory  diseases ^ (3)  nervous 
diseases  (mainly  convulsions),  (U)  tuberculosis,  (5)  mal- 
formations and  prematurity.  The  greatest  decline  has 
taken  place  in  regard  to  tuberculosis,  digestive  diseases, 
nervous  diseases  including  convulsions  and  violent  deaths. 

Some  deaths  are  inevitable  amongst  infants  under 
twelve  months  of  age,  however  good  their  surroundings,  and 
however  intelligently  maternal  care  is  exercised;  a certain 
proportion  are  very  premature,  and  cannot  all  survive, 
while  others  are  born  with  malformations  and  other  defects 
which  terminate  their  existence.  In  considering  the  value 
and  efficiency  of  our  present  health  services  it  is 
therefore  necessary  to  consider  the  circumstances  leading 
up  to  the  death  of  all  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  In 
the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  7 of  the  10  deaths 
of  children  in  this  age  group  occurred  in  the  first  week 
of  life,  when  deaths  are  generally  considered  to  be  non- 
preventable  by  the  public  health  services.  Of  the  remain- 
ing 3 deaths  at  least  one  was  associated  with  congenital 
defect. 


Infantile  Mortality  during  1953 » 


Cause  of  death 

Under 

1-4 

1-6 

6-12 

Total  under 

1 week 

weeks 

months 

months 

1 year 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

2 

2 

Prematurity 

1 

1 

‘Congenital  morbus  cordis 

1 

Bilateral  atelectasis  of  lungs 

1 

Uraemia 

1 

1 

Intracranial  haemorrhage 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  atelectasis 

2 

2 

Bronchopneumonia 

1 i 

1 

1 

Total 

7 

1 3 ! 

1 i 

10  i 

! 

_ j 

- 5 - 


'll 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1955 


CAUSE  OP  DEATH 

! M. 

1 F. 

1 

1 TOTAL. 

( 

ALL  CAUSES 

1 

i 103 

109 

1 

212  i 

. -1 

1.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

1 

2 ! 

2.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

j 

- 

- 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

1 

- 

1 

h.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  cough 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

- 

- 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

i 3 

- 

3 

10^  Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

2 

1 

3 

11,  Malignant  neoplasm  of  lung,  bronchus 

8 

1 

9 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 

- 

5 

5 

13-.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

1 lU.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

9 

8 

17 

j 15*  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

- 

1 

1 l6.  Diabetes 

1 

2 

3 

1 17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

6 

15 

21  1 

18,  Coronary  disease,  angina 

10 

14 

24  1 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- 

1 

1 ; 

20.  Other  heart  diseases 

17 

30 

47  i 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

6 

12 

22,  Influenza 

- 

2 

2 

23.  Pneumonia 

3 

2 

5 

2U,  Bronchitis 

4 

3 

9 

j 25,  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

2 

- 

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

- 

2 

27.  G-astritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

- 

- 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

! 

1 

29,  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

- 

2 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

1 

1 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

10 

19 

I 

1 33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

3 

1 34.  All  other  accidents  j 

9 

1 

10 

35.  Suicide  | 

1 

1 

2 

36,  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  i 

‘ i 

1 

1 

\ 

} 

1 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 


/iND  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  cases  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  that  occurred  in  the  Rural 
District  during  1955.  The  table  is  dravm  up  after  making 
the  necessary  amendments  to  the  original  notifications, 
owing  to  corrections  in  diagnosis  by  either  the  practitioners, 
or  the  Medical  Officer  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


DISEASE 

CASES  NOTIFIED  ! 

'"  1955  "I  ■ rgsii'-'i 

! 

L .1 

Measles 

399 

28 

Scarlet  fever 

23 

15 

Paratyphoid  fever 

1 

- 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

2 

4 

Meningococcal  infection 

1 

- 

Dysentery 

6 

12 

Whooping  cough 

35 

105 

Pneumonia 

6 

20 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

- 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Food  poisoning 

1 

1 

- i 

i 

1 

477 

1 

185  i 
i 

Paratyphoid  Fever. 

One  case  of  this  condition  v/as  notified.  This 
was  a girl  who  had  just  returned  from  a continental  holiday 
and  who  had  at  the  critical  time  in  the  incubation  period 
eaten  shell  fish,  which  at  the  time  appeared  to  be 
unwholesome.  Before  a diagnosis  was  made  the  girl  had  been 
working  in  a dairy  and  in  cheese  manufacture  and  had  helped 
to  prepare  food  for  other  people.  No  secondary  cases 
occurred. 


Measles. 


As  usual  an  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  during 
the  year.  Generally  the  disease  was  mild  and  serious  com- 
plications were  not  common. 


Infantile  Paralysis. 

Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  whereas 
in  the  County  of  Somerset  there  v/ere  99  . Both  cases  were 
paralytic.  In  one  case  recovery  has  been  complete,  but  in 
the  other  residual  paralysis  has  been  severe. 

Both  of  these  cases  occurred  in  the  same  parish 
and  the  first  arose  at  the  beginning  of  the  polio  season. 
In  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the  Council,  the  home 
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contacts  of  this  early  case  voluntarily  placed  theraselves  in 
house  and  garden  quarantine  for  three  weeks.  There  is  little 
douht  that  this  measure  limited  the  spread  of  infection  in 
the  neighbourhood,  but  it  will  take  time  before  the  true 
value  of  quarantine  of  contacts  can  be  assessed.  Active 
imnunisat ion  of  the  susceptible  population  by  means  of  a 
safe  but  potent  vaccine  is  in  the  long  run  likely  to  be  the 
best  means  of  eliminating  the  disease. 

The  second  case  occurred  at  the  end  of  the  season 
and  here,  although  strict  quarantine  was  not  considered 
necessary,  one  home  contact  was  prohibited  from  continuing 
his  work  which  involved  handling  food. 


Diphtheria  Ir.Munisat ion. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children 
v/ho  completed  a course  of  immunisation  during  the  year. 


I 

1 

i Aged  under  5 years. 

! 

Aged  5-15  years. 

1 I 

• Totals 

1 

1 

201 

47 

1 

; 248  : 

The  method  of  protection  commonly  in  use  is  to 
give  each  child  two  immunising  injections  at  the  age  of  one 
year,  and  a third  re-inforcing  injection  early  in  school 
life.  The  re-inforcing  injection  is  most  important  to 
ensure  protection  during  the  early  school  years,  and  183 
such  injections  v/ere  given  during  the  year. 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

No  cases  of  smallpox  occurred  in  the  Bridgwater 
Rural  District  during  1955«  96  primary  vaccinations  and 

lU  re-vaccinations  against  smallpox  were  carried  out  by 
private  general  practitioners  during  the  year.  The  follov/- 
ing  table,  giving  the  age  distribution  of  persons  vaccinated, 
shows  that  80  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  received 
primary  vaccinations,  v/hile  the  number  of  live  births  for  the 
year  was  341. 

Persons  vaccinated  (or  re-vaccinated)  in  1955 . 


[ Under 

1 

1 

2 - 

4 

i 5 - 
i 

14  ‘ 

» 

15  or 
over 

i Totals  I 
i 

P ! 

R 

P R 

P 

! ^ 

, p 

R i 

P 

I R 

TT]  r. 

! i 1 

J \ 

I 80  ■ 

1 ‘ 

• 

6 ■ - 

3 

» 

i 

j 1 

•i 

; 3 

1 

i 4 1 

4 

1 

9 

1 ! ■? 

i 96  ' 14  i 

i 1 

j 1 

P = Primary  Vaccination 
R = Re-vaccination 
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The  proportion  of  the  population  vaccinated  against 
smallpox  has  fallen  very  considerahly  since  the  inception  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946 5 which  repealed  com- 
pulsory vaccination.  This  trend  is  to  he  regretted,  as  due 
to  the  increased  facilities  for  international  travel,  the 
risk  of  importation  of  the  disease  is  greater,  and  all  parents 
are  advised  to  have  their  children  vaccinated,  preferably  at 
about  the  age  of  4 months. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups  of  new  cases 
notified  during  the  year 


1 

1 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory ! 

* 

Under  5 years 

- 

1 

5-14  " 

2 

15  - 24  " 

2 

25  - 44  " 

7 

1 

45  - 64  ” 

3 

65  and  over 

1 

Total  all  ages 

13 

4 

13  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  4 
cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  as 
compared  with  19  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  the 
previous  year.  This  decrease  in  notification  of  new  cases 
is  most  welcome  as  in  previous  years,  despite  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  a very  marked  decrease  in  deaths  from  this 
disease,  the  incidence  of  new  cases  has  shown  little 
variation.  The  search  for  positive  cases  amongst  the  con- 
tacts of  known  cases  is  well  carried  out  and  advantage  is 
taken  of  the  visits  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Units  for  chest 
Z-ray  of  members  of  the  public. 


During  the  year  the  Unit  attended  at  the  Bridgwater 
Health  Centre  and  at  factories  in  the  Borough  and  Rural 
District.  A total  of  3^100  persons  (1,797  males  and  1,313 
females)  attended  for  examination.  No  active  cases  of 
tuberculosis  v/ere  discovered,  although  14  inactive  cases 
were  noted.  The  following  tables  show  the  analysis  and 
disposal  of  the  patients  with  a tuberculous  condition. 


Tuberculous 


Inactive 


Conditions. 


! Male 

1 

1 

: 

' Female 
' 

Total  j 

J 

Disposal  i 

N.A.;  Dr. 

Disp,  1 San. 

1 

1 

I 3 

i-  ' ■ 

1 11 

i 

14 

1 

9 i 2 

4- 

N.A. 

Dr. 
Disp . 
San. 


No  action. 

Patient’s  own  doctor. 

Under  observation  at  Dispensary. 
Sanatorium  treatment  required. 
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Analysis  of  Inactive  Tulperculous  Cases. 


AGE 

Under 

15 

^ 2k 

^5/ 

^44 

4^/ 

^59 

j Go  & 

I over 

1 

Total 

Male 

3 

3 i 

Female 

3 

2 

3 

3 

! 

Total  ! 

‘ 

3 

2 

' 6 

14 

In  previous  years  examination  of  the  public  by 
Mass  Radiography  brought  to  light  on  an  average  4 nev/ 
cases  of  active  respiratory  tuberculosis  per  1,000  persons 
examined.  Last  year  examination  of  3 >100  failed  to  reveal 
any  new  active  cases.  It  was  therefore  necessary  to 
consider  whether,  under  present  conditions,  the  best  use  was 
being  made  of  the  mass  x-ray  facilities.  In  other  areas 
it  v/as  found  that  x-ray  of  patients  referred  by  family 
doctors  was  more  productive  of  nev/  cases  of  tuberculosis, 
and  therefore  for  a trial  period  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  the  unit  to  visit  Bridgv/ater  Health  Centre  for 
one  day  each  month  for  the  purpose  of  examining  patients 
sent  by  the  general  practitioners,  A visit  of  tv/o  weeks 
will  be  made  in  October  for  examination  of  members  of  the 
public  wishing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities.  It 
may  be  that  employment  of  x-ray  units  on  the  old  system  of 
long  visits  and  x-ray  of  large  numbers  of  the  public, 
frequently  the  same  people,  may  no  longer  be  necessary  or 
economically  desirable. 

It  has  been  reported  in  the  past  that  one  of  the 
two  critical  periods  in  life  for  the  development  of  respira- 
tory tuberculosis  is  in  adolescence  and  early  adult  life 
when  young  people  are  adjusting  themselves  to  the  stresses 
and  strains  of  employment.  It  is  therefore  essential  to 
raise  the  immunity  of  the  population  in  this  age  group., 
and  it  is  now  possible  by  vaccination  to  artificially 
immunise  those  who  have  not  developed  a natural  immunity 
by  the  time  they  have  reached  school  leaving  age.  The 
vaccine  in  use  for  this  pur^c'-e  is  the  B.C.G.  vaccine 
(Bacillus  Calmette-Guerin)  and  the  Ministry  of  Education 
have  informed  Local  Education  Authorities  that  they  are 
prepared  to  sanction  schemes  for  the  active  immunisation, 
v/ith  this  vaccine,  of  susceptible  school  leavers.  Such  a 
scheme  is  not  in  operation  in  this  County,  but  most 
Education  Authorities  have  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
offered.  It  is  considered  that  the  introduction  of  such  a 
scheme  should  help  considerably  in  reducing  still  further  the 
incidence  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  amongst  people  in  the 
more  susceptible  age  group. 


Food  Poisoning. 

One  isolated  case  of  food  poisoning  occurred.  The 
patient  was  a serviceman  and  the  case  was  fuiy  investigated 
by  the  services  medical  officer.  The  cause  of  infection 
was  probably  a bad  tin  of  sausage  and  beans. 
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G..NERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  specimens  are  sent  to  the  Laboratory 
at  Musgrove  Park  Hospital^  which  forms  part  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service.  Results  of  investigations  are 
available  with  the  minimum  of  delay  and  there  is  good 
liaison  betv/een  the  laboratory  personnel  and  the  field 
workers  in  the  Public  Health  Department. 


Hospitals. 


Hospitals  in  the  area  are  administered  by  the 
South  West  Regional  Hospital  Board,  through  the  Bridgwater 
Area  Management  Committee. 

The  hospitals  are:- 

Bridgwater  General  Hospital  72  beds 

Mary  Stanley  Nursing  Home  31  beds 

Northgate  Lodge  60  beds 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  needing  hospital 
treatment,  or  isolation,  are  admitted  to  Taunton  Isolation 
Hospital. 


In  my  report  for  the  year  1954  attention  was  drawn 
to  the  inadequacy  of  hospital  accommodation  in  Bridgwater 
both  for  acute  cases  and  for  chronic  sick.  Representation 
was  made  to  the  A^inistry  of  Health  and  reply  was  received  to 
the  effect  that  the  Alinistry  and  South  Western  Regional 
Hospital  Board  were  reviewing  the  provision  of  hospital 
accommodation  for  the  chronic  sick  throughout  the  region. 

In  so  far  as  Bridgwater  is  concerned  the  problem  still  exists. 
In  this  connection  the  establishment  of  a geriatric  unit  should 
help  to  ensure  that  the  best  possible  use  is  made  of  available 
beds  for  old  people. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


No  Local  Authority  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  in 
the  area,  supervision  being  conducted  by  General  Practitioners 
and  Midwives.  A number  of  expectant  mothers  attend  at  the 
Clinic  at  the  Health  Centre,  Mount  Street,  Bridgwater,  when 
blood  samples  are  taken  for  determination  of  blood  grouping, 
Rhesus  Factor,  etc. 


Infant  Welfare. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  for  which  the  County  Council 
are  responsible,  are  held  at  Edington,  Puriton,  Woolavington, 
North  Petherton,  Nether  Stov/ey,  East  Huntspill  and  West 
Hunt spill. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  19U8  - SECTION  hi 


This  section  of  the  Act  enables  Local  Authorities 
to  apply  to  Court  for  an  Order  to  secure  the  care  of  persons 
who,  by  reason  of  infirmity,  old  age  or  other  conditions, 
are  unable  to  care  for  themsleves  and  are  not  receiving  from 
other  people  proper  care  and  attention,  and  v/ho  are  living 
in  insanitary  conditions. 

Several  cases  were  dealt  with,  but  in  only  one  case 
was  it  necessary  to  apply  for  an  Order.  This  vi^as  a case  of 
an  old  lady  aged  91  who  lived  v/ith  a feeble-minded  son,  and 
who  previously  had  refused  all  offers  of  assistance  and  even 
refused  to  be  visited.  At  that  time  conditions  were  fairly 
reasonable  and  it  vms  therefore  decided  to  leave  the  case 
under  observation  by  the  family  doctor.  When  the  case  was 
again  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  department,  conditions  in 
the  house  were  most  unsatisfactory  and  the  old  lady  was 
suffering  from  malnutrition  and  exposure.  An  Order  v;as 
therefore  obtained  for  her  removal  to  hospital,  and  the  son 
was  admitted  to  accommodation  provided  by  the  County  Council. 
In  hospital  the  old  lady  improved  considerably  v/ith  rest  and 
treatment,  but  a few  weeks  later  she  had  a heart  attack  and 
died. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


Sewerage. 


The  West  Huntspill  section  of  the  Councils’ 

Northern  Villages  Group  Scheme  was  completed,  and  the  first 
building  of  much  needed  post  war  Council  houses  was  commenced. 
Pull  advantage  has  not  yet  been  taken  of  this  main  drainage 
scheme,  and  many  properties  still  have  unsatisfactory  toilet 
and  drainage  arrangements.  It  is  important  therefore  at  an 
early  date  to  survey  the  area  and  to  ensure  that  properties 
with  unsatisfactory  conditions  are  connected  to  the  main 
sewer. 


Water  Supplies. 

Because  of  prolonged  drought  it  was  necessary  in  the 
Autumn  to  restrict  supplies  for  all  purposes.  Samples  of 
water  have  been  regularly  taken  from  the  various  sources  of 
supply,  and  with  the  exception  of  Over  Stowey  they  have, 
generally  speaking,  been  satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory  results 
of  testing  the  Over  Stowey  supply  were  investigated  and  were 
found  to  be  due  to  alteration  of  the  method  of  treatment 
leading  to  inadequate  chlorination.  When  the  works  were  designed 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  water  to  be  chlorinated  after 
filtration,  but  in  order  to  reduce  the  grov/th  of  algae  in  the 
hot  weather,  chlorine  was  added  to  the  incoming  water  in  lieu 
of  the  filtered  water.  There  was  then  insufficient  free  chlorine 
to  ensure  sterilisation  of  the  water  when  the  crude  v/ater  had 
a content  of  organic  matter  which  was  higher  than  usual. 
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After  investigation  chlorination  of  the  filtered 
water  was  resumed  and  limits  within  which  free  chlorine 
should  be  maintained  in  the  water  in  the  reservoir  were  laid 
down.  Since  then  all  tests  of  this  water  supply  have  given 
excellent  results.  This  case  illustrates  the  vital 
necessity  for  close  liaison  between  the  departments  of  the 
Council,  where  treatment  of  public  water  supplies  is  concerned. 


Number  of 

l 

Report 

Supply 

examinations 

Satisfactory 

. 

Not  satisfactory 

1.  Fiddington 

12 

11 

1 

2.  Goathurst 

12 

12 

- 

3.  Thurloxton 

13 

11 

2 

4.  Willoughby 

12 

11 

1 

5.  Over  Stowey 

18 

12 

6 

1 

Housing. 


During  the  year  42  houses  were  erected  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  12  were  in  the  course  of  erection.  The  total 
number  of  post  war  Council  houses  erected  was  585* 

Relevant  information  as  regards  housing  may  be 
summarised  as  follov/s;- 

(a)  No.  of  temporary  housing  units  occupied  - (i)  Prefabs  - 

(ii)  Huts,  etc.  21 


(b)  No,  of  houses  found  overcrowded  2 

(c)  No.  of  houses  closed  as  a result  of  an  undertaking 
given  by  the  ov/ners  or  follov/ing  the  issue  of 

Closing  Orders  ...  11 

(d)  No.  of  houses  demolished  during  year  3 

(e)  No.  of  houses  made  fit  during  year  ...  6 

(f)  No.  of  houses  required  to  abate  overcrovi^ding 4 

(g)  Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at 

the  end  of  the  year  338 


In  order  to  improve  the  standard  of  houses,  considerable 
use  was  made  of  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949-54. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  action  taken. 
Improvement  Grants  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  19U9"-5h 
No.  of  applications  and  houses  dealt  with  by  Local  Authority: - 


(1) 

Received 

(2) 

Approved 

1 

Rejected 

r 

} 



(4) 

Under 

consideration 



(5) 

Y/ithdrawn 

Aps. 

No,  of 
houses 

Aps, 

No.  of 
houses 

Aps. 

J 

No.  of 
houses 

Aps. 

No.  of 
houses 

Aps. 

No.  of 
houses 

31*7. U9- 
31.12.54 

14 

14 

During 

year 

70 

1 

3 

TOTALS  ! 



87 

87 

84 

! ^ 

1 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area, 

The  records  given  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector's 
report  show  the  number  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  v/ith. 
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ANMJAL  REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


FOR  1955. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I heg  to  submit  my  sixteenth  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1955* 


STAFF. 


No  alterations  affecting  the  staff  of  the 
Department  took  place  during  the  year,  and  the  staff 
remains  at  one  Junior  Assistant  below  the  approved 
establishment. 

In  April  the  Department  was  made  responsible  for 
the  testing  of  all  new  drains  and  by  arrangement  with  the 
Engineer  the  services  of  one  of  the  Engineering  Assistants 
has  been  made  available  to  assist  with  this  work. 


COMPLAINTS  AND  NUISANCES. 

The  number  of  complaints  investigated  during  the 
year  was  l6l,  an  increase  of  6 on  the  previous  year.  In 
most  cases  nuisances  were  abated  as  a result  of  informal 
action  and  it  was  only  found  necessary  to  serve  5 Abatement 
Notices.  On  inspection  a number  of  complaints  were  found 
to  be  not  justified  and  no  further  action  was  taken  in 
regard  to  them. 

Of  the  nuisances  found,  Il6  were  abated  during 
the  year.  The  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with 
nuisances  was  571. 

The  extremes  of  weather  during  the  year  had  a 
considerable  effect  on  the  number  and  nature  of  complaints. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  year  wet  weather  and  snow  caused 
a great  deal  of  trouble  from  flooding,  leaking  roofs,  and 
dampness  in  buildings,  whilst  complaints  of  nuisance  from 
smells  were  frequent  during  the  hot  summer,  particularly 
in  connection  with  the  keeping  of  animals  and  poultry. 

Some  particularly  difficult  drainage  cases  have 
been  dealt  with  during  the  year  and  a great  deal  of  time 
has  been  spent  in  endeavouring  to  find  solutions  to  the 
various  problems  encountered;  for  example,  most  of  the 
drains  of  properties  in  the  village  of  Cossington  had  to  be 
tested  in  order  to  establish  beyond  doubt  the  source  of 
pollution  of  the  brook.  This  largely  accounts  for  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with 
nuisances. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Sandies  of  water  for  ‘bacteriological  examination 
wore  taken  from  the  five  sources  of  supply  controlled  "by  the 
Council  at  monthly  intervals  during  the  year,  and  additional 
samples  *were  o'btained  as  found  necessary.  Four  samples  were 
taken  from  chemical  analysis  and  were  reported  to  "be 
satisfactory, 

A total  of  91  visits  v/ere  made  in  connection  with 
v/ater  supply  during  the  year. 


HOUSING, 


The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  under  the 
Housing  Acts  was  198;  2U  houses  were  represented  as  unfit 
for  habitation  and  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a 
reasonable  cost  and  six  Demolition  Orders  were  made  by  the 
Council,  In  one  case  the  Council  agreed  to  accept  an 
undertaking  to  carry  out  approved  works  within  a stipulated 
time,  and  ten  undertakings  not  to  occupy  were  accepted. 

Three  houses,  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders,  were  demolished 
during  the  year. 

The  high  cost  of  building  v/ork  is  still  a major 
obstacle  in  securing  the  repair  of  defective  houses,  and 
invariably  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  cottage  property  is 
far  in  excess  of  the  rent  income.  In  these  circumstances 
it  is  not  surprising  that  owners  are  reluctant  to  carry  out 
essential  repairs,  and  in  consequence  a great  deal  of 
pressure  is  often  necessary  to  get  repair  notices  complied 
with. 


The  availability  of  improvement  grants  has  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  owners  on  every  possible  occasion, 
and  in  many  cases  where  owners  have  been  requested  to  carry 
out  repairs  the  allocation  of  a grant  by  the  Council  has 
resulted  in  a vastly  improved  house,  the  required  repairs 
normally  being  carried  out  at  the  same  time  as  the 
grant-aided  improvements* 

UI6  visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  regard  to 
the  reconditioning  and  alteration  of  existing  houses  and  the 
installation  of  new  sanitary  fittings. 

102  visits  were  made  to  houses  in  respect  to  which 
grants  were  made  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts  and 
the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Acts, 


O'VERCROWDING. 

Two  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  during 
the  year,  and  three  cases  were  abated  by  informal  action. 

Twelve  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
overcrowding. 
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F^lCTQRIES  acts.  19^7  and  19^8 

\ 

The  following  particulars  indicate-  the'  sctibh  taken 
under  Part  1 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937:- 


Number 

on 

Register. 

— 

Insps. 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  , Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,^  2,  '3 1 k 
and  6 _ are  'to  he 
enforced  hy  Local 
" 'Authority 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 

90 

4 

m 

v/hich  Section  7 is 
enforced  hy  Local. 

■ ■ 

Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 

1 

whiph  Section  7 is 
ehforced  hy  the  •' 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises ), 

- 

TOTivL 

i 

! 90 
! 

■ - '48 

4 

'•  ^ 1 

' - 'i 

\ ^ 

No. 

- 

of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

— 

No.,  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
v/ere 

insti'tuied 

I 

Referred 

Pound 

Remedied  | 

...  4 . 1 

To  H.M. 
Insp . 

By  H.M. 
Insp. 

Vant  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1_^ 

V-  ! 

1 

Dvercrowding  (S.2) 

Jnreasonahle  temperature 
(S.3) 

, . 1 

' 1 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.U)  - - 

■ 

ineffective-  drainage  of 
floors  ('S.6) 

_ -■  ■' 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 
(X)  Insufficient 

1 

(h)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

i 2 

2 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

2 

2 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork). 

( 

TOTAL 

J 

5 

i ^ 
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B/'JCEHOUSES. 


Thirty  six  visits  were  made  to  "bakehouses,  and 
informal  notices  were  duly  complied  with. 


SHOPS. 


Thirty  nine  inspections  of  shops  v/ere  carried  out, 
GENERAL  SANITATION. 

The  following  in5)r*oveiiients  were  carried  out, 
generally  as  a result  of  informal  action; - 


■i¥.Cs.  k9 
Baths  29 
Sinks  18 
Drainage  systems  29 
Lavatory  "basins  32 
Connections  to  water  main  3 
Connections  to  sewer  31 
Larders  5 
Urinals  1 
7/.C.  flushing  cisterns  3 


A num"ber  of  other  minor  improvements  v/ere  also 
carried  out. 

LICENSED  PREMISES. 

The  systematic  inspection  of  licensed  premises 
had  to  he  curtailed  during  the  year  hut  in  spite  of  this 
improvements  to  sanitary  accommodation  were  carried  out  at 
four  licensed  houses  as  a result  of  informal  action.  One 
very  unsatisfactory  house  was  closed  at  the  end  of  the  year 
and  the  licence  surrendered. 


f'EAT  AND  FOODS . 


On  the  termination  of  meat  rationing  in  June  1954, 
licences  for  one  year  were  issued  in  respect  to  nine 
slaughterhouses  as  an  interim  measure.  Agreed  improvements 
to  the  slaughterhouses  were  carried  out  in  the  early  part 
of  1955  as  a result  of  which  the  licences  of  seven 
slaughterhouses  were  renev;ed  for  a period  of  two  years. 

The  slaughterhouse  at  London  House,  Nether  Stowey 
in  respect  to  which  the  licence  was  surrendered  November, 
1954,  was  acquired  hy  Nether  Stowey  Meat  Supply  Ltd.  in  the 
early  part  of  1955  and  was  enlarged  and  re-equipped  on 
modern  lines,  A licence  was  issued  for  these  premises  in 
June  1955  and  slaughtering  has  since  heen  carried  out  on 
a considerable  scale  for  the  wholesale  trade.  Slaughtering 
at  these  premises  takes  place  on  five  days  a week,  thus 
adding  considerably  to  the  already  heavy  burden  of  meat 
inspection. 
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In  my  last  Annual  Report  I directed  attention  to 
the  difficulties  which  vi^ere  Doing  experienced  in  carrying 
out  the  important  duty  of  meat  inspection.  This  work  can 
only  he  done  properly  at  the  slaughterhouse  as  it  is  only 
at  this  point  that  the  offal  can  he  identified  with  the 
carcase.  The  present  rate  of  slaughtering  is  approximately 
30,000  animals  per  year,  of  which  it  is  only  possible  to 
inspect  about  30%,  which  means  that  about  3 >000  animals  per 
year  are  not  inspected.  Considerable  overtime  is  necessary 
to  maintain  this  rate  of  inspection  and  both  inspectors  are 
on  duty  each  Sunday  to  cope  with  the  heavy  kill  which  takes 
place  each  weekend.  It  is  inevitable  that  the  other  duties 
of  the  Department  suffer  by  reason  of  the  large  amount  of 
time  which  has  to  be  devoted  to  meat  inspection. 


A total  of  over  five  tons  of  meat  was  condemned 
during  the  year,  details  of  which  are  as  follows: - 

Beasts. 


Carcases  and  organs 
Heads  and  tongues 
Livers 
Lungs 

Messenteries  and  intestines 

Hearts 

Kidneys 

Spleens 

Forequarters  beef 
Hindquarters  beef 
Beef 


Calves. 

Carcases  and  organs 

Heads  and  tongues 

Livers 

Kidneys 

Lungs 

Spleens 

Heart 

Veal 

Sheep. 

Carcases,  and  organs 

Forequarter  mutton 

Livers 

Plucks 

Lungs 

Kidneys 

Mutton 

Pigs. 


Carcases  and  orgEins 
Heads  and  tongues 
Livers 
Lungs 

Mesenteries  and  intestines 

Kidneys 

Plucks 

Heart 

Pork 


9 

50 

137 

70 

4 

3 

4 
1 
2 
2 

703  lbs. 


28 

4 

14 

7 

4 

12 

1 

58  lbs. 


17 

1 

139 

23 

63 

2 

82  lbs. 


6 

42 

23 

28 

1 

14 

10 

1 

19  lbs. 
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Various. 


5 tins  stewed  steak 
7 - 10  lb,  tins  ham. 

It  is  pleasing  to  he  able  to  report  a 
considerable  improvement  in  the  arrangements  for  the 
transport  of  meat  to  the  London  markets.  All  meat  is 
now  transported  in  well  ventilated  metal  lined  vans 
fitted  with  ’'Drikold"  solid  Carbon  Dioxide  containers 
thus  ensuring  that  the  interior  of  the  van  is  kept  at 
a reasonable  temperature  in  hot  weather.  In  addition  to 
keeping  the  meat  cool  "Drikold”  on  evaporation  prevents  the 
growth  of  moulds  and  bacteria  on  the  surface  of  the  meat. 
These  vans  are  well  supplied  with  hanging  rails  and  hooks 
so  that  all  carcases  are  hung  and  no  meat  comes  in 
contact  with  the  floori  Offal  is  transported  in  special 
metal  containers  which  are  sterilised  before  being 
returned  to  the  slaughterhouse. 

KNACKERS  YARD. 


The  knackers  yard  at  Dunball  is  being  maintained 
in  very  good  condition  and  was  visited  on  7 occasions  during 
the  year. 

MILK  /UP  DAIRIES. 

The  number  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  on  the 
register  is  7>  and  17  visits  were  made  for  the  inspection 
of  dairies  during  the  year, 

ICE  CREiiM. 


The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  storage 
and  sale  of  ice  cream  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  59,  and 
k premises  were  also  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice  cream.  Each  of  these  manufacturers  produced  ice  cream 
by  the  ''cold  mix"  method,  followed  by  boiling  the  product. 

Owing  to  pressure  of  other  work  only  12  samples 
of  icecream  v/ere  taken  during  the  year.  The  analyst’s 
reports  on  these  samples  were  as  follov/s:- 

9 samples  were  placed  in  provisional  Grade  1. 

2 sariiples  v/ere  placed  in  provisional  Grade  2. 

One  sample  was  placed  in  provisional  Grade  3» 

No  samples  were  placed  in  provisional  Grade  4. 

A total  of  21  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream, 

MOVEABLE  DVfflLLINGS. 

149  visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  moveable  dv/ellings. 

There  are  nov/  eight  licensed  camping  sites  in  the 
district,  all  of  v/hich  are  small.  Licences  have  been  issued 
to  station  and  use  twenty  eight  caravans  on  individual  sites, 
and  the  tendency  to  use  caravans  as  permanent  homes  continues. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


32  disinfections  were  carried  out  during  the  year, 

62  visits  being  made  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases, 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

6 treatments  for  the  destruction  of  vermin  were 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

RODENT  DESTRUCTION. 

23  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  rodent 
infestation  in  addition  to  those  made  by  the  Rodent  Operative. 

To  a large  extent  ''Warfarin"  has  been  used  for 
rodent  destruction  in  place  of  arsenic,  zinc  phosphide,  etc. 
with  very  satisfactory  results  and  considerable  saving  of  time. 

The  post  of  Rodent  Operative,  vacant  from  5th  December, 
195U,  was  filled  14th  March,  1955  by  the  re-appointment  of 
the  former  part-time  operative  on  a full  time  basis. 

SUMivD'iRY  OP  VISITS. 


V/ater  supply  91 
Drainage  254 
lUiackers  Yard  7 
Moveable  Dv/ellings  149 
Factories  48 
Bakehouses  36 
Shops  39 
Rodent  Infestation  23 
Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  49 
Nuisances  571 
Nev/  Work  416 
Housing  Inspections  198 
Overcrowding  12 
Miscellaneous  Housing  visits  22 
Infectious  Diseases  62 
Verminous  Premises  6 
Slaughterhouses  42 
Inspection  of  meat  1,099 
Dairies  17 
Ice  cream  premises  21 
Miscellaneous  food  visits  25 
Housing  (R.W.  ) & (P.P.  ) Acts.,  102 
Pood  preparing  premises  15 
Licensed  premises  5 
Piggeries  and  poultry  farms  3 
Miscellaneous  8 
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I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 
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P • A . MiilLE , 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
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